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won’t proceed and produce a report and the
Congress won’t vote on it no matter what.

Q. ——Stevens says that you are holding
up the whole investigation to get the budget
over with.

The President. Well, you know that’s not
true, don’t you?

Q. Well, of course, I know that’s not true.
We have to ask.

NOTE: The interview began at 4:07 p.m. at the
Sheraton Chicago Hotel.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Congressional Leaders
July 27, 1993

Economic Program
Q. Mr. President, are these your ‘‘delay

in gridlock’’ friends?
The President. These are my friends. This

group had always supported an aggressive ap-
proach to deficit reduction, the balanced ap-
proach.

Middle East Peace Talks
Q. Are you sure?
Why is Secretary Christopher coming

back?
The President. Because I want to talk

with him about the Middle East before he
goes there.

Q. Do you think the peace process is in
jeopardy, sir?

The President. Well, I hope not. I cer-
tainly have no reason to believe that it is,
but obviously I’m concerned about it. I think
the Syrians have shown commendable re-
straint so far. And I don’t think we should
let Hezbollah and all these groups that don’t
want anything good to happen in the Middle
East derail the peace process by what they
do. I don’t think we should, any of us, should
allow that. I mean, I really want something
to happen there. So I’m very hopeful. But
I thought that in view of the events there,
that he ought to come home, and we ought
to have a conversation about it before he goes
to the Middle East.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:20 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on Immigration Policy
July 27, 1993

The President. Thank you very much, la-
dies and gentlemen. I’d like to say a special
word of thanks to the large number of Mem-
bers of Congress who are here today. I think
I have the entire list. If I don’t, the Vice
President will amend it when I finish. But
I see Senator Kennedy, Senator Simon, Sen-
ator Feinstein, Senator Boxer, Senator
Graham and Congressmen Brooks, Mazzoli,
Schumer, Bryant, Fish, Kennedy, Lantos and
Gilman. I think that’s every Member of Con-
gress here. Did I miss anyone? I missed Con-
gressman Gallegly; I’m sorry.

Several weeks ago, I asked the Vice Presi-
dent to work with our Departments and
Agencies to examine what more might be
done about the problems along our borders.
I was especially concerned about the growing
problems of alien smuggling and inter-
national terrorists hiding behind immigrant
status, as well as the continuing flow of illegal
immigrants across American borders.

Following several weeks of intense efforts,
including his personal involvement in resolv-
ing the recent alien smuggling incident with
Mexico, the Vice President presented me
with a report spelling out what we might do.
I have reviewed that report and approved it.
We have spoken to Members of Congress,
including those who are here today and oth-
ers. I want to particularly acknowledge Sen-
ator Kennedy, Senator Simpson, Congress-
men Brooks and Mazzoli for all their work
on this issue over many, many years. We’re
also in debt to Senators Feinstein and Boxer
for their aggressive work in trying to deal
with the growing problem, especially in the
State of California, and I want to state pub-
licly how much I appreciate the work the
Hispanic Caucus has done to ensure that a
balanced approach is adopted in dealing with
this issue.
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The simple fact is that we must not, and
we will not, surrender our borders to those
who wish to exploit our history of compassion
and justice. We cannot tolerate those who
traffic in human cargo, nor can we allow our
people to be endangered by those who would
enter our country to terrorize Americans. But
the solution to the problem of illegal immi-
gration is not simply to close our borders.
The solution is to welcome legal immigrants
and legal legitimate refugees and to turn
away those who do not obey the laws. We
must say no to illegal immigration so we can
continue to say yes to legal immigration.

Today we send a strong and clear message.
We will make it tougher for illegal aliens to
get into our country. We will treat organizing
a crime syndicate to smuggle aliens as a seri-
ous crime. And we will increase the number
of border patrol, equipping and training
them to be first class law enforcement offi-
cers. These initiatives for which I am asking
the Congress for an additional $172.5 million
in 1994 are an important step in regaining
control over our borders and respect for our
laws. When I made a commitment to combat
this problem on June 18th, I announced a
plan of action. This is the next step in fulfill-
ing that commitment.

Some will worry that our action today
sends the wrong message, that this means we
are against all immigration. That is akin to
America closing its doors. But nothing could
be further from the truth. Let me be clear:
Our nation has always been a safe haven for
refugees and always been the world’s greatest
melting pot. What we announce today will
not make it tougher for the immigrant who
comes to this country legally, lives by our
laws, gets a job, and pursues the American
dream. This administration will promote
family unification. We will reach out to those
who have the skills we need to make our na-
tion stronger, and we will welcome new citi-
zens to our national family with honor and
with dignity. But to treat terrorists and smug-
glers as immigrants dishonors the tradition
of the immigrants who have made our nation
great. And it unfairly taints the millions of
immigrants who live here honorably and are
a vital part of every segment of our society.
Today’s initiatives are about stopping crime,
toughening the penalties for the criminals,

and giving our law enforcement people the
tools they need to do their job.

I’m also taking steps today to address the
long-term challenges of reforming our immi-
gration policy. I intend to appoint a new chair
to the congressionally mandated Commission
on Immigration Reform and to ask the Con-
gress to expand the Commission to include
senior administration officials. I’m also asking
our Attorney General, Janet Reno, and the
INS Commissioner-Designate, Doris Meiss-
ner, to make sure the INS is as professional
and effectively managed as it can be. Under
their leadership, I have no doubt that it will
be. With these efforts, I hope that we can
begin a broad-based national discussion on
this important issue and move toward signifi-
cant resolution of the problems that plague
all Americans.

Now, I’d like to ask the Vice President to
come forward with my thanks for his out-
standing work to discuss the specifics of the
initiative.

[At this point, the Vice President outlined the
immigration policy. The Attorney General
then discussed what measures will be taken
to enforce the policy.]

Q. With all due respect, sir, all of this has
been tried previously. The Simpson, Ro-
mano, Mazzoli bill did make a similar at-
tempt to this by increasing penalties, they in-
creased funding, they increased border pa-
trols, they increased penalties to employers,
and yet, nothing happened. What leads you
to believe that this time something might
really happen?

The President. I want to give them a
chance to answer this. It’s not true that all
these things have been tried before. First,
Senator D’Amato, I’m glad to see you. Thank
you for coming.

It’s not true that all these things have been
tried before, and it’s certainly plain to any-
body with eyes to see that the border patrol
is drastically understaffed, breathtakingly
understaffed. But there are also some new
elements in this, and I think I’d let the Vice
President and the Attorney General address
them.

The Vice President. Yes, the change in
the exclusion provisions is brand new. The
change in the investment in the information
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systems that will avoid a repetition of what
happened when the sheik applied for a visa
and then the office didn’t have the informa-
tion because even though the State Depart-
ment did, it didn’t have the information sys-
tem to display it, a lot of these things are
brand new. They’ve never been done before,
and it is a coordinated approach involving all
of the players involved and the full keyboard,
if you will. Every part of the issue is being
addressed here.

Now, there are some things that are not
addressed and the procedure the President
outlined for addressing the longer term prob-
lems is going to work just as well as this pro-
cedure worked. It’s going to take more time,
though.

Q. How much of this counterterrorism
provision was sparked by the World Trade
Center bombing, and how confident are you
that the borders will be safe now from terror-
ists getting into the United States, if this pro-
posed legislation is enacted?

The President. I can answer the first part;
maybe I should invite the Attorney General
to comment on the second. There’s no ques-
tion that the World Trade Center bombing
has caused us to review a whole range of
issues, not just involving immigration, in
terms of our ability to deal with the whole
threat of actual or potential terrorism. And
when that happened, we began in earnest to
review not only this issue but the capacity
of our law enforcement agencies to deal with
it, and we will continue to do that. I think
that I owe that to the American people, and
that clearly had something to do with it.

Attorney General Reno. With respect to
the second part, no one can ensure anything,
except that we are going to try our best.
When I came into office, I found a service
that too often did not communicate with law
enforcement and vice-versa, that too often
was not in communication with other Federal
Agencies. I think it’s imperative that we bring
everyone together to communicate to do ev-
erything that we can to address the critical
issue of terrorism and to be as vigilant as
possible. To ensure our borders at this day
and time is a very difficult task, but it is one
that is of the highest priority of this adminis-
tration.

Q. Mr. President, on the question of the
reason illegal Chinese immigrants—obvi-
ously, they involve three parties: the United
States, China, and Taiwan, because some of
the ships are from Taiwan. So I wonder, are
you planning to personally discuss with lead-
ers of China and Taiwan, maybe, in Novem-
ber APEC meeting in Seattle?

The President. Well, let me say, first of
all, I just talked to the Secretary of State last
night, and he raised these issues personally
in his conversation with the representative
of the Chinese Government recently. And we
have enjoyed good relations with Taiwan,
also. We intend to raise it with them. We
intend to raise it at the highest levels with
both countries and to seek their active and
consistent cooperation. And I think, as you
point out, without that cooperation, we will
continue to have greater difficulties on this
end. But I think they will help us more, and
I have no reason to believe that they won’t.
We’re just going to have to work on it. We’re
going to have to have their help to do better.

Q. Are you inviting them to the APEC
meeting? Are you inviting President Li Teng-
hui to the APEC meeting?

The President. We also are discussing
how we’re going to deal with the APEC
meeting, who is going to come from all the
15 countries. And of course, who comes will
be in part, I think, determined by how much
we’ll want to pursue this discussion there.
But in terms of who will be there, that hasn’t
been finalized from their point of view.

Go ahead.
Q. Mr. President, how do you depoliticize

the asylum process? Because in the Reagan
years, anybody from El Salvador was not con-
sidered to have a bona fide claim of asylum.
In the Bush years, Chinese fleeing birth con-
trol policies were deemed to have a good
claim for asylum. How do you make this
more rational so that the American people
and the foreigners both know what qualifies
as asylum?

The President. That’s a very good ques-
tion. I’m so glad you asked it. I think the
answer is that we have to have criteria for
enforcing this law that grows out of our laws
that are based on policies rooted in laws en-
acted by the Congress. I think that is the
answer. Obviously, if Congress and the ad-
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ministration work with the Congress, if we
decide that there’s some policy that’s so im-
portant for other reasons, for our other for-
eign policy concerns, our human rights con-
cerns, you name it, that we want to root that
in our legal policy, then no one can accuse
us of being arbitrary, because we will have
gone through a deliberative process. The
Congress will have made a judgment; we will
all be on public record.

But I do think it’s very important that im-
migrants from the world looking at us and
governments from the world looking at us,
not believe that the President will wake up
someday and decide that for some arbitrary
reason we will enforce the immigration laws
of the country in one way or another. Perhaps
the Vice President and the Attorney General
would like to make a comment about that,
also.

The Vice President. I’d like to add one
brief point. This proposal does take the par-
tisanship and the politics out of it. This is
a bipartisan initiative. Republicans as well as
Democrats are here from both the Senate
and the House. And if I could summarize
the basic tone of this initiative, I would use
the words of Doris Meissner, who is the des-
ignee to head up INS, when she said not
long ago, we want to stop illegal immigration
so that we can continue opening our country
to legal immigration. The two go together,
and that’s what this proposal is designed to
do.

The President. I think we’ve answered
about all the questions we can. I’d like to
close by reemphasizing that point. When I
ran for President, I think in some ways the
most rewarding part of the experience was
having the opportunity to see just how many
different countries and how many different
ethnic groups have contributed to making
America what it is today. We don’t want to
do anything to interrupt that. But we cannot
continue to progress as a country unless we
have a more vigorous response to this prob-
lem, and we don’t want to cloud the two.
This has nothing to do with our support for
keeping the rainbow and the melting pot of
America going and growing and enriching
and strengthening this country.

But the kinds of practices that are manifest
in who can get into this country on an air-

plane, what kind of illegal smuggling can go
on, and the fact that our borders leak like
a sieve, those things cannot be permitted to
continue in good conscience. It’s not good
for the American immigrants who are here
legally in this country, for the American
economy, for the cohesion of our society, or
for the rule of law worldwide. And we’re
going to try to do better. This is a very good
first step.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on Illegal Immigration
July 27, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit today for your

immediate consideration and enactment the
‘‘Expedited Exclusion and Alien Smuggling
Enhanced Penalties Act of 1993.’’ This legis-
lative proposal is designed to address the
growing abuse of our legal immigration and
political asylum systems by illegal aliens hold-
ing fraudulent documents and by alien smug-
glers. Also transmitted is a section-by-section
analysis. The proposal is part of a larger Ad-
ministration initiative that I announced on
June 18, 1993, to combat the illegal entry
and smuggling of aliens into the United
States.

The use of fraudulent documents by aliens
seeking to enter the United States has in-
creased dramatically. This proposal would ex-
pedite the exclusion and return of certain un-
documented and fraudulently documented
aliens who clearly are ineligible for admission
to the United States, while ensuring that per-
sons who have legitimate asylum claims re-
ceive full and fair hearings. In addition, the
bill would increase the ability of the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service (INS) to
prosecute alien smugglers and enhance the
penalties for alien smuggling.

The expedited exclusion procedures would
apply to an alien who, for example: (1) at-
tempted to use a fraudulent passport to enter
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